
Transition Town Kinsale - a Short History 

Vision without action is merely a dream 

Action without vision only passes the time 

Vision with action can change the world. 

Joel Barker 

 

When Transition Town Kinsale (TTK) marked its tenth Birthday in 2015, we 

celebrated the work of the volunteers and supporters who helped keep the initiative 

alive by creating conversations in our community about how to secure a brighter 

sustainable future for all. Our vision is a thriving “low-carbon” town, and a resilient, 

inclusive community.    

 In 2005, Louise Rooney and Catherine Dunne, students at Kinsale College, 

adopted the Kinsale Energy Descent Action Plan (KEDAP), and started promoting and 

creating a resilient, sustainable community which they named Transition Town 

Kinsale. KEDAP began as a project undertaken by Permaculture Course participants 

under the direction of Rob Hopkins, who went on to spearhead Transition in Totnes, 

England. In Kinsale, the Town Council agreed to support this fledgling organisation 

with funding, and now TKK is one of a thousand Transition initiatives in over 50 

countries. 

 



 

TTK 10th Birthday Celebrations 2015 

 

 Over the past 13 years we have worked with many community and business 

groups including Tidy Towns, the Chamber of Tourism, the Good Food Circle; 

Kinsale Arts Week (now Weekend); local primary and post-primary schools, Kinsale 

College; Sáile; Foróige, Kinsale Active Retirement Association, and more recently 

The Men’s Shed, Plastic Free Kinsale and Kinsale Tennis Club. Our steering 

committee is the glue which holds this unique community organisation together, 

creating links and enabling pop-up groups to facilitate projects.  

 In addition to our own fund-raising efforts we have received support from Cork 

County Council, Kinsale Town Council, Local Agenda 21, West Cork Development 

Partnership, Léargas, Kinsale Credit Union, Kinsale Lions Club, RX3, the AIB and 

others.   Our most ambitious project to date was a feasibility study for a local 



Anaerobic digestor. We have run numerous Open Space events, inviting all in the 

community to visualise what Kinsale could look like in a low-carbon future. We also 

run many fun family events to raise green-awareness.   

 

 

Earth hour in Kinsale 2011 

 

 We have hosted workshops by experts in biodiversity, ecology and food 

foraging and organised Open Forum and film events to discuss topics such as ‘Can 

Kinsale feed itself’, and ‘The Future of Money’.  We have celebrated Earth Hour and 

supported Cork Climate Action and national lobby groups such as Stop Climate 

Chaos. 

 In the early days we had a community garden at Sean Hales Terrace, and now 

our Edible Landscaping Trail is on Kinsale maps. We planted fruit and nut trees in the 



newer housing estates, and in 2010 we began planting Kinsale’s Community Orchard 

in partnership with the Sáile Committee and Kinsale College. We are now reaping the 

harvest in this community space.  

 

 

TTK Meitheal at the Community Orchard 2018   

 

 TTK has worked with local primary schools in developing their school gardens 

and we have also organised sow & grow workshops. To promote local food 

production, we developed the 50 Mile Meal Award, launched at the Kinsale Gourmet 

Festival in 2007. The award can now be found on restaurant and café menus in town. 

The 50 Mile Award is used in local shops to highlight products grown or produced in 



Cork. Through our Community Supported Agriculture scheme we have worked with 

local farmers to grow oats and quinoa, and to buy produce directly (vegetables, eggs, 

chickens and honey).   

 In 2009, TTK made a submission to the Kinsale Traffic Management Plan and 

have since campaigned for its implementation. We liaised with West Cork Rural 

Transport to develop a better local transport system and welcome the new improved 

local-link service. We continue to campaign for better public transport, and the 

promotion and development of walkways and cycleways around Kinsale.  

 

 

TTK Food Forage Walk at Charles Fort   

 



 We have worked with Tidy Towns over the years during the annual An Taisce 

Spring Clean.  In 2018, working with Plastic Free Kinsale and Tidy Towns, we have 

begun a ‘Reducing our Waste’  initiative with the ‘Voice Recycling’ and ‘Stop Food 

Waste’ workshops.  

 We have supported local businesses through our 50 Mile Award and supported 

the establishment of the Farmers’ Market, the Ringrone Allotments and a Community-

Supported Agriculture scheme. In 2018 we set up Kinsale Community Energy Project 

(KCEP). As the birthplace of the Transition Movement we have raised Kinsale’s 

profile and have had many “Transition visitors” over the years from every corner of 

the world. 

 

 

Launch 50 Mile Award (shops & restaurants) 2012   



 

 It is difficult to quantify our achievements, but at the very least we have started 

conversations in our community which will enable us to take on the challenge of 

creating our low carbon future.  It is important for our community to meet this 

challenge, not only because of Ireland’s commitments under the Paris Agreement but 

because of our responsibility as global citizens.  

 TTK has endeavoured to be both a catalyst for climate change action locally, 

and a catalyst for action nationally by lobbying decision makers.  TTK believes that 

we need to do things differently to make the necessary transition and this has been 

reflected in the submissions we have made to our Local Area Development Plan and 

others. 

 Our Transition journey in Kinsale has been about people in our community 

caring for others, and for the environment.   Our “just transition” approach demands 

climate action now, with the benefits and costs of climate change action being shared 

in an equitable way locally and globally.  



 

Green Day at Kinsale Arts Week 2011   

 


